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from as low as 1% considered
prepared in all three areas at
Mundelein Elementary District 75 to as high as 58% in
Wheaton-Warrenville
Unit
District 200.
At Bensenville District 2, 4%
of incoming kindergartners
met all three developmental
measures. They did considerably better in social and emotional development, 40%, and
language and literacy, 35%,
than in math, 6%.
Dugan noted improvements shown in the district’s
social-emotional learning and
literacy scores and attributed
them to targeted efforts made
with the preschool population
over the past two years. As
part of a partnership with the
Collaborative for Academic,
Social, and Emotional Learning, or CASEL, and Mindful Practices, district teachers were taught strategies for
engaging students and parents through peace circles and
techniques for negotiation.
“What we learned was the
social-emotional understanding for teachers was really
important,” Dugan said.
The district has increased
the number of teachers making home visits to provide
families with additional support and expanded its pre-K
program for at-risk students,
serving 160 students in the
last school year. Now, officials
are turning their attention to
improving math scores.
“We want our coaches to be
working with the kindergarten
and pre-K teachers to make
sure we are not missing things
in mathematics in our curriculum,” Dugan said. “KIDS
really has been a breath of
fresh air. It really is very helpful for planning in our school
district. We’ve got opportunities to turn situations around.”

Reaching families
Increasing access to early
learning opportunities for
minority groups before they
begin kindergarten is critical,
say educators at the state’s
second-largest school district, Elgin Area School District
U-46, which educates roughly
2,500 students in full-day
kindergarten.
“This really is a community
issue,” said Peggy Ondera,
U-46 director of early learners initiatives. “What are we as
a community doing to make
sure our children are coming
to kindergarten prepared and
ready to succeed?”
Of
2,354
kindergartners assessed last fall, 16%
were prepared upon starting school — an increase
from 10% the previous year.
U-46 also saw increases in
readiness across the board:
social-emotional
development went from 36% to 42%;
math went from 16% to 23%;
and language and literacy
went from 28% to 31%.
Over the past year, the district has increased efforts to
promote early learning in
partnership with Alignment
Collaborative for Education,
the Elgin Partnership for Early
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Rosalee Sanchez of Elgin reads to her son Luis, 3, after eating lunch Tuesday during a free
summer lunch program at Izaak Walton Center in Elgin. The books and learning activities were
provided by Elgin Area School District U-46 and its partners to promote early learning.

Statewide KIDS data by the numbers
Among 115,920 kindergarten students rated on 14 required
measures in fall 2018:
• 12% of students with Individualized Education Programs demonstrated readiness in all three developmental areas, compared to
28% of students without IEPs
• 17% of English learners demonstrated readiness in all three
developmental areas, compared to 29% of non-English learners
• 18% of students receiving free or reduced-price lunch demonstrated readiness in all three developmental areas, compared to
34% of students who don’t qualify for free/reduced lunch
For district-level data, visit isbe.net/KIDS. Find activities to support
children’s learning before they start school at isbe.net/Pages/
KIDS_Parents_Families.aspx.
Source: Illinois State Board of Education

14 required kindergarten readiness measures
Approaches to learning and
self-regulation
• Curiosity and initiative in
learning
• Self-control of feelings and
behavior
• Engagement and persistence
Social and emotional
development
• Relationships and social
interactions with familiar
adults
• Relationships and social
interactions with peers
Source: Illinois State Board of Education

Language and literacy
development
• Communication and use of
language (expressive)
• Reciprocal communication
and conversation
• Comprehension of age-appropriate text
• Phonological awareness
• Letter and word knowledge
Cognition: Math
• Classification
• Number sense of quantity
• Number sense of math
operations
• Shapes

Learning, Gail Borden Public
Library, Elgin Township and
the Greater Elgin Family Care
Center. The goal is encouraging families to read with their
children and educating them
about language and concept
development through practicing the five essentials: talk,
play, read, do and write.
The district has placed
materials to engage families in
“nontraditional spaces,” such
as laundromats, child-care
facilities, grocery stores, community parks, food pantries
and waiting rooms of doctors
offices. It also has secured several grants to make the campaign more visible and placed
book baskets at various community locations.

“We’re really trying to take
the learning to where the
families are,” Ondera said.
“We want families to understand how important those
first 2,000 days (of life) are. We
continue to focus our efforts
on where we can make an
impact prior to (kids) entering
kindergarten.”
Since KIDS measures a different group of students entering kindergarten each year, it’s
harder to show cause for why
or how kids might be doing
better, said David Wilm, assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction for Wauconda Unit District 118.
District 118 had 260 students in a half-day kindergarten program, of whom nearly

10% measured ready in all
three developmental areas last
fall compared to 3% in 201718. The district fared better in
literacy, 54%, and social-emotional development, 33%, than
math, 18%.
Wilm said the district’s
early childhood coordinator has been working closely
with local preschool providers to “adjust their programs”
and improve readiness. Additional classroom interventions and supports help close
the achievement gap for those
students still unprepared, he
said.
“Our teachers are really
working hard. They know the
standards that are expected
in kindergarten. This data
gives us where the students
are starting, but really what’s
more important is where they
finish,” Wilm said.

Statewide inequities
KIDS is designed to help
teachers, administrators, families and policymakers better understand students’
strengths and where to target
resources and supports.
Last fall, 115,920 kindergartners statewide were rated on
14 required measures. During
the first 40 days of instruction,
teachers observed students
playing, doing schoolwork,
having conversations and following directions, then documented their interactions and
behaviors.
Statewide data show only
26% of kindergartners demonstrated readiness in all three
development areas — a 2 percentage-point increase from
the previous year — while 39%
did not demonstrate readiness
in any developmental area.
Also, 33% were ready in
math, 46% in language and literacy, and 53% in social-emotional development.
Fewer black and Latino students met readiness bench
marks than Asian and white
peers. Readiness numbers
also were lower for low-income students eligible for free
or reduced-price lunch and
English language learners.

Suburban kindergarten readiness
Results of the Kindergarten Individual Development Survey
for 2018-19.
Meeting Social and Language,
all 3 emotional
literacy
District name
areas devlpmt. devlpmt.
State
26%
53%
46%
Addison SD 4
3%
29%
16%
Antioch CCSD 34
15%
30%
28%
Aptakisic-Tripp CCSD 102
51%
64%
68%
Arlington Heights SD 25
44%
64%
60%
Aurora East USD 131
12%
35%
24%
Aurora West USD 129
21%
55%
39%
Barrington CUSD 220
45%
68%
63%
Batavia USD 101
36%
58%
66%
Bensenville SD 2
4%
40%
35%
Big Hollow SD 38
28%
58%
39%
Bloomingdale SD 13
38%
50%
56%
Cary CCSD 26
40%
69%
61%
Central CUSD 301
14%
56%
57%
Crystal Lake CCSD 47
26%
53%
39%
CUSD 300
30%
56%
51%
Diamond Lake SD 76
25%
54%
36%
Downers Grove GSD 58
34%
59%
56%
Elgin Area SD U-46
16%
42%
31%
Elgin Math, Science Acad.
28%
41%
62%
Elmhurst SD 205
41%
56%
58%
Fox Lake GSD 114
19%
69%
61%
Fox River Grove Cons SD 3 13%
58%
50%
Geneva CUSD 304
36%
51%
65%
Glen Ellyn SD 41
53%
77%
68%
Grass Lake SD 36
6%
35%
53%
Grayslake CCSD 46
17%
52%
34%
Gurnee SD 56
37%
62%
59%
Hawthorn CCSD 73
21%
57%
38%
Hillside SD 93
6%
57%
14%
Hinsdale CCSD 181
50%
87%
86%
Huntley CSD 158
34%
72%
60%
Itasca SD 10
51%
74%
64%
Kaneland CUSD 302
25%
59%
55%
Keeneyville SD 20
19%
61%
34%
Kildeer Countrysd. CCSD 96 27%
56%
53%
Lake Villa CCSD 41
21%
43%
38%
Lake Zurich CUSD 95
10%
41%
43%
Libertyville SD 70
9%
27%
31%
Lincolnshr.-Prairie. SD 103 30%
41%
52%
Lisle CUSD 202
27%
65%
51%
Lombard SD 44
29%
64%
57%
McHenry CCSD 15
14%
51%
42%
Mount Prospect SD 57
23%
71%
60%
Mundelein ESD 75
1%
16%
16%
Naperville CUSD 203
37%
65%
62%
Oak Grove SD 68
36%
74%
75%
Palatine CCSD 15
24%
53%
39%
Park Ridge CCSD 64
31%
61%
56%
Prairie Crossing Charter
21%
43%
45%
Prospect Heights SD 23
15%
52%
38%
Queen Bee SD 16
23%
50%
50%
Rondout SD 72
32%
63%
58%
Roselle SD 12
44%
73%
79%
Rosemont ESD 78
25%
100%
50%
Round Lake CUSD 116
15%
47%
32%
Salt Creek SD 48
26%
58%
47%
Schaumburg CCSD 54
26%
53%
44%
St Charles CUSD 303
24%
47%
46%
Villa Park-Lombard SD 45
16%
40%
36%
Warren CUSD 205
22%
33%
30%
Wauconda CUSD 118
10%
33%
54%
Wheaton-Warrenvll. SD 200 58%
82%
75%
Wheeling CCSD 21
27%
56%
45%
Winfield SD 34
31%
75%
72%
Wood Dale SD 7
10%
45%
17%
Woodland CCSD 50
11%
35%
27%
Woodridge SD 68
24%
59%
50%

Math
33%
6%
28%
66%
65%
16%
28%
46%
44%
6%
31%
55%
44%
17%
36%
37%
33%
41%
23%
83%
60%
24%
29%
44%
67%
18%
26%
41%
29%
9%
50%
39%
65%
28%
24%
39%
29%
18%
22%
42%
33%
34%
21%
25%
11%
57%
42%
31%
38%
28%
19%
27%
47%
52%
25%
17%
33%
32%
32%
22%
56%
18%
70%
36%
31%
11%
16%
29%

Source: Illinois State Board of Education

How a flock of people tended to a fallen baby hawk
By Katlyn Smith
ksmith@dailyherald.com

Greg Kocaj and a mother
hawk have one thing in common: They’re both relieved
caregivers.
The 35-year-old Kocaj
moved to Medinah a little more than a month ago.
A large nest built in the lofty
branches of a front-yard tree
came with his new house.
But he did not know the
occupants of the nest until his
brother, Martin, came home
from work early Monday evening to discover a helpless
baby Cooper’s hawk at the
base of the tree. Fortunately
for the hawk, their encounter
has a happy ending.
Like any nervous parent,
Kocaj consulted the internet
to figure out what to do. At
first, he thought the bird was
just a fledgling, a baby that’s
learning to fly and should be
monitored but left alone.
So Kocaj kept a watchful
eye, noticed its parents were

still flying around and let it be
for a couple of hours. But his
brother had found the baby
within an hour of storms
Monday and assumed high
winds knocked the hawk prematurely out of the nest some
35 to 40 feet up the tree.
As night approached and
Kocaj grew increasingly worried about ground-dwelling
predators, he knew who to
call.
Vicki Weiland is a state-licensed wildlife rehabilitator
who runs Kane Area Rehabilitation and Education for
Wildlife, a 25-year-old nonprofit operation based out of
her St. Charles home. When
he was living at his old house,
Kocaj had brought Weiland
two baby birds to rehab after
they fell out of their nest.
It already had been a busy
night for Weiland when Kocaj
called about 8 p.m.
“We had a baby owl, we
had a hit-by-a-car turtle. We
had some baby possums that
were picked out of the mud,”

Weiland said. “This kind of
rain is just devastating to the
baby wildlife.”
As she usually does,
Wieland asked for a photo of
the bird because well-meaning people “half the time
don’t know what they’re looking at.”
Based on the hawk’s feathers, Weiland thought it was a
little over 4 weeks old.
“We can’t leave the baby
on the ground because he
was wet,” Weiland told Kocaj.
“The ground was going to get
cold. That will just do him in
when they’re that little.”
Ideally, the goal is to safely
return a healthy bird to its
natural habitat. But Weiland
and Kocaj had one major
obstacle: the height of the
nest.
Weiland suggested calling
the fire department.
Roselle firefighters agreed
to help, but only in the
daylight.
So just when they seemed
to be running out of options,

Weiland
enlisted
John
Papach, a falconer and raptor
handler who happens to live
in nearby Glendale Heights.
“He helps our rehabilitation group with our birds of
prey all the time,” Weiland
said. “He’s been such an asset
to the organization.”
Turns out he’s an asset
when you have a stranded
baby hawk on your hands,
too.
Papach arrived on the
scene — it had become a
neighborhood spectacle —
about 9:30 p.m., scooped
up the hawk in a blanket,
brought it home and fed it
overnight.
On Tuesday morning, he
went back to Kocaj’s house to
complete the mission. Firefighters — Weiland would
later give a Facebook shoutout to the Tower 64 crew —
launched their truck ladder,
and Papach got in the bucket
with the hawk to reunite it
with three other babies.
“It
was
quite
the

neighborhood event, and
everybody was happy. And
I can’t believe how many
babies were in that nest,”
Weiland said.
The fast-flying Cooper’s
hawks are regularly seen in
the area, smaller than the
more commonly found redtailed hawks.
Papach told Kocaj it could
be at least another two weeks
before the babies have developed the feathers to take
flight. Until that rite of passage, Kocaj will keep a watchful eye on their nest.
“At first I was really worried we wouldn’t be able
to figure out anything so
he would make it through
the night,” Kocaj said of
his new feathered friend.
“But once I started calling
and talking to people, I was
more hopeful than anything
because it seemed like everybody was more than willing to try to help in any way
they can, along with the fire
department.”

COURTESY OF VICKI WEILAND

A baby Cooper’s hawk is back
in its nest with three siblings
after a rescue operation in
Medinah conducted by Roselle
firefighters and a volunteer
from a St. Charles-based
wildlife rehabilitation nonprofit group.

